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Worship Focus:  Drawn by God’s light, we, like the magi, are sent forth in 
new directions. We are empowered to be God’s presence, lighting the 
world.  Arise, shine, for the mystery of Christ has been revealed! 

  
9:45                SUNDAY SCHOOL             (More info below) 
 
11:00     WORSHIP SERVICE – Epiphany Sunday  
Prelude            Donna Freeman 
Call to Worship                                                 Darrell Jantzi 

L: Yes, God’s light has come into the world.  We carry God’s light 
within us. 

All: It is the star of the East, it is the morning sun. 
L:  It is as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
All: Praise the Lord for the light! 
L: You, O God, have caused the mountains to shake.  You have torn 

open the heavens, and your glory reaches the earth. 
All: May we, like the magi, seek you until we find you.  May we 

offer our gifts in your presence, no matter where you are 
found. 

L: Yes, let your mystery be declared! 
Opening Prayer 
Congregational Singing            Mary Frey-Martin, Vernelda Weber 

  “Jesus, be the center”                                 STS#31 
  “As with gladness men of old”                          WB#218 

Scripture Reading – Isaiah 60:1-6 
Prayer of Confession:  (unison) 

Our God, we confess that instead of lifting our eyes and searching 
diligently as the magi did, we cling to what we have and know, and we 
continue on our old, familiar ways home.  We are frightened by the 
unknown, and by the darkness that covers the earth.  Yet your light has 
come and your brightness has dawned, illuminating all our paths.  From 
your fullness we have received grace upon grace.  May we trust you to 
lead us into the coming year. 

Words of Assurance  (leader) 
Our God, in Jesus you have come among us.  You have given us life, 
and we are restored. 

Moment in Mission – Canadian Foodgrains Bank Video 
Thank you from Canadian Foodgrains Bank for our 2017 donation. 

Children’s Story                                               Nancy Mann 
Dismissal for Junior Church 
Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
Congregational Singing              
  “Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem”                                                  STS#32 
Scripture Reading – Matthew 2:1-12                                     Andrea Bowman                                    
Sermon: “Following God’s Light”                   Gary Knarr 
Hymn of Response  

 “Brightest and best”                                                 STS#29 

Time of Sharing, Testimony and Silence 
Pastoral Prayer        
 Sending Song          
 “Lo, a gleam from yonder heaven”             WB#591 
Benediction 

Postlude 
 

Children of all ages are invited to Jr. Church following the children's story. 
We ask that parents/guardians accompany very young children as needed. 

An unstaffed nursery is available during the worship service. 
 

Our morning worship services are being videotaped and put on our 
website. If for any reason you would not like a portion of the service to be 

included, please contact the AV person. 
 

A warm welcome to our visitors this morning.  
We hope our time of worship together has been an encouragement to you. 

You are invited to drop by our Welcome Table and learn more about our church and 
our ministries. God bless you and we hope to see you again! 

 
Church Greeters Today:  Willis & Eileen Freeman 

        Next Week:  Lloyd & Brenda Martin    
 

Congregational Prayer List 
Our prayers are with Murray Martin (Joyce) as Murray will have heart surgery to 

replace a heart value on Monday, January 8.  We pray God's healing and 

encouragement to Murray and his family. 
Our sympathy is with the family and friends of Erma Martin who passed away 

January 4, 2018. We extend our sympathy to Elaine and Glenn Martin in the 

death of their Aunt Erma.  The visitation for Erma will be at the church at 1 
p.m. Sunday, followed by the committal at 2 p.m. and the service to celebrate 
Erma's life and faith at 2:30 p.m.  

This month we will pray for St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Elmira, as part of our 

commitment to living in an ecumenical community. 

 

THIS WEEK AT FMC 
Tuesday – 9:00 – Ladies Quilting & Knotting 
Wednesday – 8:00 – Elders 
Thursday – 9:30 – Let’s Connect 
Thursday – 7:00 – Women’s Bible Study – Board Room 
Thursday – 7:00 – Men’s Bible Study – Rm 11 
Thursday – 7:00 – Hopping Thursday starts up again 
Saturday – 8:30-11:00 – Leader’s Breakfast with Jim Loepp Thiessen at 

The Stone Crock, St. Jacobs in the Century Room.  Please let Rita B. 
know if you can't make it. 

Sunday – Meet Jim Loepp Thiessen – potluck lunch.  Please bring your 
own dishes. 

YAF CIRCLE 
January 15 - Young Adult Spiritual Discussion group will start up again 

for 2018.  We meet every other Monday at 7:30 pm at the home of Jake 



and Ashley Albrecht.  Come and see what theme we will explore 
together this year. 

January 27 -  Join us for the Rescue Junction concert here at the church 
at 7 pm.  P.S.  For Young Adult tickets to the Roast beef dinner, talk to 
Nancy Mann 

February 11 -  Our February Supper-at-Six will be a joint event with young 
adults from Elmira Mennonite Church.  It will be hosted at Elmira.  
Kandace Boos, a MCC Indigenous Neighbours Program Animator, will 
be joining us to lead an interactive blanket exercise. Bring food and 
come prepared to learn and explore something new. 6 pm as usual.   

 
LOOKING AHEAD at FMC 

January 16 – 12:00 – Ladies lunch at Crossroads - All ladies welcome to 
join us to celebrate two 80th birthdays - Eleanor Metzger & Wanda Kehl 

January 17 – 7:00 – Finance Committee 
January 17 – 7:30 – Worship Committee 
January 19 – 7:00 – Interfaith Dialogue Men’s Volleyball 
January 21 - Annual Reports are due to Veg Weber.  They can be put in 

her mailbox or emailed to rossveg@gmail.com. 
January 27 – 5:30 - Roast Beef Dinner (Tickets available in the foyer today) 

- 7:00 – Rescue Junction Concert 
    

Sunday School Classes available  
at 9:45  

Kidz Korner                  basement 
Drawing Class              Room 12 
Discussion Class          Room 9 
Seniors Class               Board Room 
Adult Bible Study          Room 11 

   Upcoming Elective Classes 
Jan. 14 – Meet Jim Loepp Thiessen 

during Sunday School Hour.  He 
will present “Five things I learned 
about the church from starting a 
church” 

    

 

Gary Knarr will be away Saturday and Sunday January 13 and 14 for the 
quarterly weekend off. 

 
See announcement sheet for other announcements. 

 

 

 
“Loving God...Loving Our Neighbour”  
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