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Worship Focus: We long to be comforted, we long for change. Moving
from uncertainty and fear, we call upon God to make things ready — the
mountains leveled, the paths made straight, our hearts prepared.

9:45 SUNDAY SCHOOL (More info below)
11:00 WORSHIP SERVICE — Second Sunday of Advent
Prelude Lisa Demerling

Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
L: Awake! The invitation to carry light comes from the voice who cries
out for a smooth way through wild places.
All: O God, your call is uncomfortable. How can we who are weak
remove the rough and rugged places?

Derrick Burkhart

L: Quiet our questioning souls.
All:  Lead us into your presence so all can see your way. Let it be
Sso.

Opening Prayer

Lighting of the Second Advent Candle Jay and Kate Bauman

Congregational Singing Mary Bauman
“Bless’d be the God of Israel” WB#174
“My soul is filled with joy” STJI#13

Scripture Reading — Isaiah 40:1-11

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
O God of blazing heavens, you come to us gently and tenderly,
speaking peace and comfort into our fear. We long for you, we
yearn for your promise of a new heaven and earth. Yet we confess
that though we know how to get busy and prepare for this season,
we do not know how to slow down or wait and make space for your
presence. May our ordinary lives intersect with the power of your
Word and the transforming presence of your grace. Empower us to
“let it be so.”
(Pause for silence)

Words of Assurance (leader)
Our God, Emmanuel, in Jesus, the Christ, You have come among us.
You have given us life, and we are restored.

Children’s Story Nancy Mann

The journey of an MCC Relief Kit (Video)

Dismissal for Junior Church

Giving of Tithes and Offerings

Congregational Singing

“On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry” WB#183
“To us a Child of hope is born” WB#189
Scripture Reading — Mark 1:1-8 Steve Bauman

Sermon: “Longing for Comfort” Nancy Mann
Hymn of Response

“Comfort, comfort, O my people” WB#176
Time of Sharing, Testimony and Silence
Pastoral Prayer
Sending Song

“Praise the One who breaks the darkness” STS#1
Benediction
Postlude

Children of all ages are invited to Jr. Church following the children's story.
We ask that parents/guardians accompany very young children as needed.
An unstaffed nursery is available during the worship service.

Our morning worship services are being videotaped and put on our
website. If for any reason you would not like a portion of the service to be
included, please contact the AV person.

A warm welcome to our visitors this morning.
We hope our time of worship together has been an encouragement to you.
You are invited to drop by our Welcome Table and learn more about our church and
our ministries. God bless you and we hope to see you again!

Church Greeters Today: Ozie & Marilyn Martin
Next Week: Derrick & Delphine Burkhart

Congregational Prayer List
Gary and Christine Knarr request your prayers as they meet the Preston Mennonite
congregation this Sunday.
This month we will pray for Emmanuel Evangelical Missionary, Elmira, as part of
our commitment to living in an ecumenical community.

THIS WEEK AT FMC
Today - 1:00 — Christmas Choir practice at Gale Presbyterian Church
Tuesday - 8:30 - Ladies breakfast at Bonnie Lou’s
Tuesday - 7:00 - Christmas Choir practice in the multi purpose room.
Wednesday - 7:00 - Finance Committee Meeting — Board Room
Thursday - 9:30 - Let’s Connect
Thursday - 7:00 - Women'’s Bible Study Board Room
Thursday - 7:00 - Men’s Bible Study Room 11

YAE CIRCLE
Friday December 15 - Young Adult Christmas Banquet here at the
church. Punch at 6:30 pm/dinner at 7 pm. A full three-course meal for
only $10! Bring a small gift (under $10) for a gift exchange. RSVP to
Nancy Mann by Dec. 10th - invite your friends!

LOOKING AHEAD at EMC
December 19 — January Calendar items due to the office
January 14 — Meet Jim Loepp Thiessen
January 27 — 5:30 — Roast Beef Dinner - 7:00 — Rescue Junction Concert




Sunday School Classes available| Upcoming Elective Classes

at 9:45 Jan. 14 — Meet Jim Loepp Thiessen
Kidz Korner basement during Sunday School Hour.
Drawing Class Room 12
Discussion Class Room 9
Seniors Class Board Room
Adult Bible Study Room 11

No Sunday School December 24™ and 315t

Financial Report
As of Dec. 3: $332,414.14 required
$304,640.86 received
$27,773.28 deficit

\
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,Lé: Advent and Christmas Services at Floradale

Sunday, December 10 at 7 p.m.

Community Carol Sing — Gale Presbyterian Church. Elmira and District
Church choirs join together and share a joyful evening of anthems and
carolling. Bring your joyful voices and join in this festive holiday tradition.
Sunday, December 17 at 11 a.m.

Sunday worship at Floradale will be special Christmas worship, including our
Floradale Christmas Choir. We rejoice to celebrate the birth of Christ
together.

Sunday, December 24 at 11 a.m.

4™ Advent Service. Children will sing in worship. - No Sunday School.
Christmas Eve at 7 p.m.

Join us for Christmas Eve Service.

Christmas Day
No worship service. Enjoy this special time with your family.

See announcement sheet for other announcements.
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