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Roast beef dinner 
 
Floradale Mennonite Church held a beef dinner 
and Rescue Junction concert on Sat., Jan. 27. 
About 220 people were served for dinner and the 
auditorium was full for the concert with about 
400 people in attendance. The concert fees were 
prepaid so that all the money raised with the of-
fering went to MennoHomes, a local organiza-
tion that provides affordable housing. Their latest 
project is The Foundry, an apartment block be-
side Woolwich Community Services. The offer-
ing raised nearly $12,000 and Floradale added 
another $5,000 from the Generosity Fund. This 
was a very successful event; thank you to every-
one who contributed. 

Rescue Junction includes Kaitlyn Gerber, Kyle Gerber, Roger Martin, Dallas 
Roth and Nick Huber (not pictured). Kaitlyn has won two bluegrass composi-

Marian came out of retire-
ment to provide the roast 
beef dinner, feeding about 
220 people.  
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Erma Lois (Dettweiler) Martin, the 
daughter of Norman and Lucinda 
(Weber) Dettweiler, was born Feb. 
27, 1927 at Breslau, Ontario. She 
was a sister to Howard Dettweiler 
(m. to Ruth Kinzie) and Beatrice 
(m. to Ervin L. Martin). Lucinda 
and Norman Dettweiler farmed 
east of Breslau Mennonite Church 
and later retired to a house across 
the road from Wanner Mennonite 
Church. 
 Erma took care of her aging 
parents until they moved to Fair-
view Mennonite Home in 1965. 
She then worked at Freeport Hos-
pital as part of the assisted nursing 
staff until her marriage. 
On October 12, 1968, at the age of 
41, Erma married Orlan G. Martin, 
son of Ananais and Rebecca 
(Gingrich) Martin. After her mar-
riage, Erma transferred her mem-
bership from Breslau Mennonite to 
Floradale Mennonite Church. Her 
grandfather, Ephraim Weber, had 
been the deacon at Floradale Men-
nonite from 1913 to 1936. 
 For most of their married years, 
Erma and Orlan lived at 32 Blue 
Jay Road in Elmira. Orlan worked 
for the Waterloo County Board of 
Education as a janitor at Floradale 
Public School.  
 In 1984 Orlan and Erma en-
joyed a trip with TourMagination 
to Europe to attend the Mennonite 
World Conference in Strasburg 
France. As part of the trip, they 
learned about Anabaptist history 

and the beginnings of the Mennon-
ite faith, travelling through the 
Netherlands, Germany, France, 
Switzerland, and Austria. Visiting 
a cave in the forested, hilly coun-
tryside, outside of Zurich Switzer-
land, where the early Anabaptist 
worshipped to avoid persecution, 
was especially inspiring. After Or-
lan’s retirement, Erma and Orlan 
also enjoyed a trip to Florida with 
friends.  

Orlan passed away Dec. 2, 
1993, leaving Erma as a widow 
after 25 years of marriage. Another 
memorable experience for Erma 
was spending about a month in 
Ireland in 1995, travelling with 
Leah Freeman. 
 Erma enjoyed volunteering at 
the MCC thrift store in Elmira. She 
also assisted at Elmira Senior Day 
programs for many years. In 1999 
Erma moved from their home on 
Blue Jay Road to an apartment at 
17 Snyder Ave. in Elmira. She 
continued volunteering at the thrift 
shop until October 2009 
when she moved to assisted 
living accommodation at 
Chateau Gardens (now 
Chartwell Retirement Resi-
dence), just down the street 
from her apartment. After 
suffering from increasing 
dementia, Erma moved to 
long-term care at Heritage 
House in St. Jacobs for the 
last three years of her life. 
 At her funeral, several 
nieces and nephews com-
mented on Erma’s cheerful-
ness and her sweet disposi-
tion. She took great interest 
in the lives of her nieces 
and nephews and always 
remembered their birthdays. 
She was remembered as a 
talented cook, a creative 
gardener and a generous 
hostess. 

 “Erma was one of the most 
thoughtful people I know,” said 
one of her nieces. Another niece 
remembered the foster children 
who spent time at Erma and Or-
lan’s home. Erma was always pa-
tient and caring even while some 
of these children came with chal-
lenges. 
 Anyone who knew Erma was 
aware of her devotion to God and 
how she lived out her faith. She 
will be remembered for her 
staunch independence, her cheer-
fulness and her caring heart. 
 Phyllis (Martin) Neufeld found 
the following quote and poem 
among Erma’s papers and believes 
they show something about Erma’s 
faith and the source of her sunny 
disposition: 
 “I said to the man at the door of 
the New Year: ‘Give me a light, 
that I may go in.’ He replied: ‘Put 
your hand in the hand of God, that 
is better than a light and safer than 
a known way.’”  – 

Erma (Dettweiler) Martin 
Feb. 27, 1927 – Jan. 3, 2018 

Antidote for Loneliness 
 
Spend some time with the Lord. 
He’s your friend; talk to him. 
Then count your blessings, 
 and be thankful. 
Look about. 
Smile at sunbeams dancing on a glass 
 vase, a piece of pottery. 
Tell plants they’re lovely, beautiful. 
Take care of accounts; pay bills. 
Cook a special dish. 
Read an inspiring, uplifting poem. 
Recapture a cherished memory 
 and enjoy it. 
Rejoice! Be glad God has given you 
A full and rich life. 
Then do something for others. 
 
-Clare Miseles (from Purpose magazine) 
 

quoted by King George VI in his  
Christmas Day broadcast in 1939 
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Irene Freeman was born on May 
22, 1927 to her parents Noah and 
Elizabeth Bauman. Her father 
Noah passed away suddenly in 
1934 when Irene was just seven 
years old.  Her mother, Betsy (as 
people knew her), continued 
farming on the sixth line of Peel 
(now Mapleton Township) with 
the help of numerous hired men 
working for her.  The last of the 
hired men was Alvin Martin 
whom Betsy married.  
 After her school years, Irene 
alternated between working at 
home and at other farm homes, 
then at the age of 20 she started 
working at the Great West Felt 
Factory in Elmira. 
 She was married to Cleason 
Freeman on May 10, 1950 and 
they celebrated their 67th wedding 
anniversary in 2017. Together, 
they farmed with a dairy herd and 
raised five children on the 6th line 
of Peel. In 1977 they sold the 
home dairy farm and moved 
across the road to the farm that 
their son Willis eventually took 
over. 
 They changed their church 
membership from the Markham 
Mennonite Church to Floradale 
Mennonite Church in1964.  
 In 1985 Irene and Cleason 
moved to Elmira where they en-
joyed 32 years of retirement in 
their red brick bungalow. Irene 
loved living closer to town. In the 
earlier years she would walk in to 
town to do some shopping, bank-
ing or volunteering. She volun-
teered at the Thrift Store for sev-
eral years.  
 She loved piecing and quilting 
quilts for various organizations 
and people, including many quilts 
for the annual New Hamburg Re-
lief Sale. She never missed a year, 
and even last year she donated a 
crib quilt for the sale. Irene also 

enjoyed her garden in Elmira and 
continued her love of nature, 
feeding the birds in front of their 
window. 
 Irene and Cleason enjoyed 
travelling together including nu-
merous trips to Huntsville, Al-
gonquin Park, Expo in Montreal, 
Florida, Phoenix, Alaska for their 
40th wedding anniversary, Otta-
wa, Yellowstone National Park, 
Eastern Canada and Victoria B.C.  
 Irene enjoyed excellent health 
until May 2017 when she fell and 
broke her leg. This led to a diag-
nosis of multiple myeloma, which 
she faced, with bravery and real-
ism. Irene and Cleason moved 
into Parkwood Suites in Waterloo 
at the end of May when she was 
discharged from Grand River 
Hospital following surgery for her 
fractured leg. She was very deter-
mined to regain independence  
and worked hard with her physio-
therapist to use her walker and 
successfully walked around the 
retirement home. She made her-
self at home at Parkwood. 
 All the while she participated 
in realistic treatment options for 
her multiple myeloma, but at the 
end of September it was clear that 
the treatment was not beneficial. 
Together with her three daughters 
she decided to stop the treatment. 
 Irene loved her grandchildren 
and was proud of them. On Sun-
day, Dec. 24, the family was to-
gether at Parkwood.  Irene was 
not able to come downstairs but 
each of the grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren went to spend 
5 to 10 minutes of special time 
with her. She had conversation 
planned to speak with them about 
subjects relevant to their lives. 
 This 90-year-old lady asked 
Blair and Brett all kinds of ques-
tions about their robotic dairy 
barn as if she was wanting to run  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the barn herself! She truly en-
joyed the day even though it  
made her tired. Her mind re-
mained sharp and clear until just 
the last few days 
 Remembering how Irene 
would help her grandchildren say 
their bedtime prayers when they 
were visiting overnight, Blair ad-
justed her prayer as a final fare-
well: 
 
Now we lay thee down to sleep. 
Your soul, we know, is the Lord’s 
  to keep. 
Guide thee through this starry  
  night, 
And wake up with the heavenly 
  light. 
  
From Blair Freeman’s eulogy 
given at the funeral on Jan. 12, 
2018. Much of the information 
came from Helen Eby. 
 

Irene (Bauman) Freeman 
May 22, 1927 – Jan. 8, 2018 

Focus on Floradale  
is published five  

times a year. 
 

Editor:  Barb Draper 
 
Editorial Committee: 

Mary M. Martin 
Nicole Woeschka 
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MCC relief kits were collected again 
during the Christmas season. Dona-
tions included 21 full kits as well as 
42 extra towels, enough for ten more 
kits. There were also $129 in dona-
tions and the profits from Merri-Lee 
Metzger’s calendar sales raised 
$708.00.  Thank you to everyone who 
contributed. 

Above: Nichelle Bauman led the choir on Dec. 21, 
2017. The choir also participated in the Communi-
ty Hymn Sing held at Gale Presbyterian Church on 
Dec. 10, 2017.  
 
Right:  The Women’s Fellowship helped Eleanor 
Metzger and Wanda Kehl celebrate their 80th 
birthdays on Jan. 18. 
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Floradale presents another dinner theatre 
 

The play: 
 

Family Ties Through Thick and Thin: 
The Story of a Family Losing the Older Generation 

 

written by Barb Draper 
will be presented at Floradale Mennonite Church 

 

April 13 and 14 at 7:30 p.m. 
April 15 at 2:30 p.m. 

 

A dinner will be served on Friday and Saturday before the performance and tickets will be 
available soon. Seating is limited to 150 each evening. 
 

A free-will offering will be taken for the play. Proceeds from the dinner and the play will go 
to: 
1. Woolwich Community Services which runs the local food bank as well as providing many other ser-
vices in Woolwich and Wellesley townships. 
 
2. Global Church Sharing Fund of Mennonite World Conference 
Mennonite World Conference is an affiliation of Anabaptist churches around the world. In 1997 the Global 
Church Sharing Fund was established so that churches in African, Asian and Latin American countries 
could better advance the life and mission of their churches. The Fund has been used to do such things as: 
translation and publication of materials; scholarships for students; upgrading computer systems; purchase of 
bicycles for evangelists; evangelism and leadership training; buying land; construction and repair of church 
facilities; and promotion of Anabaptist identity. For more information visit www.mwc-cmm.org/article/
global-church-sharing-fund  
 
If you would like to help make this weekend of dinner and theatre a success, please offer your services to 
Rita Bauman or Susan Martin. (Rehearsals have already begun so it’s too late to have a role in the play.) 

On Jan. 28, Rick Mar-
tin, our out-going 
Church Council Chair, 
announced that Coun-
cil had good response 
to the potential pastor 
survey. On Jan. 12, 
Jim and Ingrid Loepp 
Thiessen were at Flo-
radale as Jim was a 

candidate for our lead pastor. Rick reported that 140 
surveys were returned and the response was so posi-
tive that Council had no hesitation in offering Jim 
Loepp Thiessen the position. 

 Gary Knarr is leaving Flo-
radale to go to Preston Men-
nonite Church as an interim 
pastor at the end of February. 

Jim will 
be start-
ing on 
May 1, 2018. Nancy Mann 
will work full-time through 
March and April, but she has 
announced her retirement as 
of the end of summer. 

Pastoral changes at Floradale 

Jim Loepp Thiessen 

Nancy Mann 

Gary Knarr 
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Modern media can be a 
barrier to listening 

 
By Mary M. Martin 
 
A few weeks ago, Gary Knarr and 
I attended a workshop entitled, 
“The Skill and Soul of Listening” 
and I was interested how “skill” 
and “soul” would be linked to lis-
tening. The workshops I chose 
were worthwhile, but in my usual 
style my thoughts also wandered 
away from what the presenter was 
saying and I found myself won-
dering how much the art of listen-
ing is being compromised by 
modern technology.  
 I still have a landline; I have a 
smart phone and an iPad. I am se-
lective to whom I give my cell 
phone number because I think I 
would find it intrusive to get calls 
at any time, but I wouldn’t want to 
travel without it. I learned to text 
because it is very convenient and 
my grandkids respond to a text 
much sooner than an email.  
 I don’t use social media for 
several reasons, the main one is 
that I don’t really know how to 
use it and I fear I may send infor-
mation I didn’t mean to. But I do 
enjoy FaceTiming my grandkids 
in New York As you can see I 
want technology in my life and I 
believe it enhances my relation-
ships but are there drawbacks? 
 I recently read an article about 
more lively conversations and I 
quote, “There’s a playfulness to 
conversation that is slowly disap-
pearing. But then conversation 
itself is disappearing.” Is it? I 
must admit that I will more likely 
email a message rather than use 
the phone but in doing so, I miss 

the opportunity to listen to the 
other person who may be having a 
bad day.  
 In spite of all the benefits, I 
believe social media and technolo-
gy can be a significant barrier to 
“soul” listening. Face-to-face con-
nection, facial expressions, tone of 
voice, body posture, etc., all pro-
vide clues to listen for what is not 
being said. Yet what is not being 
said might be very important to 
hear.  
 For example, four days into his 
father’s absence my grandson had 
a real meltdown (he didn’t want to 
eat his supper, he wasn’t going 
to….) and he landed in his room. 
In a bit his mother went to his 
room and he wailed “I miss my 
daddy.” It wasn’t about his sup-
per, it wasn’t about his shoes, it 
was about missing his daddy and 
his mother recognized what was 
not being said. Because my grand-
son felt listened too, he could be 
his normal self until his dad re-
turned. 
 
I want to share a reading by Ralph 

Roughton entitled “Listening”  
 
When I ask you to listen to me and 

you start giving advice, 
You have not done what I asked. 
When I ask you to listen to me and 

you begin to tell me why I 
Shouldn’t feel that way, 
You are trampling on my feeling. 
When I ask you to listen to me and 

you feel you have to do 
Something to solve my problem 
You have failed me, strange as it 

may seem. 
Listen! All I ask is that you listen, 
Not talk or do…just hear me.  

I think truly being listened to is 
“soul” listening and I still have 
much to learn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Land lines have value 
 
By Bonnie Martin 
 
Sometimes when my landline ac-
tually rings, it startles me and I 
wonder why we have it. Usually it 
rings at 6:00 p.m. and I can almost 
bet it’s a telemarketer or Statistics 
Canada wanting Randy to do a 
farm survey. But when it rings 
during the day, chances are it’s a 
nice chat with my mother or fa-
ther.  
 I do love the clarity of the 
landline, no fading in and out of 
voices because you’re standing in 
a bad place in your home. We also 
have sentimental attachment to 
our phone number as it ends with 
“1967,” the year Randy was born 
and the centennial year. We will 
probably still pay our $50.00 
month just because!!! 
 The advantages of texting, 
email and Facebook is that it’s a 
quick way to communicate with-
out having to take a lot of time 
and you can do it when its suits 
you. You are not bothering some-
one when they are busy.  
 I love seeing pictures of people 
I don’t see very often and still feel 
involved in their lives. I don’t like 

Communication Technology 
 
Here are the questions we asked various people to reflect on. How would you answer them? How has new 
communication technology changed your life? Do you still have a landline? What are the advantages and/or 
drawbacks of electronic communication?  
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how it distracts people in the hear
-and-now, when you are trying to 
communicate with someone and 
they are on their phone. Studies 
show there is an increase of anxi-
ety in teens with the rise of more 
usage of social media. (I think 
there’s a lot of adults with this 
issue as well!) Everything in 
moderation is a good moto to live 
by. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication  
technology is generally 

positive 
 
By Nicole Woeschka 
 
When I first got my own home I 
had a landline for a while but 
found the only people who ever 
called were my mother-in-law or 
telemarketers. Tyler and I decided 
that for as little as we use it we 
may as well cancel it as we both 
have cell phones. For the past five 
years we have relied solely on our 
cell phones.  
 This past summer when we 
moved to Floradale we once 
again decided to have a home 
phone; this time it was because 
our cell phone service was very 
poor in our new location. In order 
to have a reliable phone for emer-
gencies or for anyone to get in 
touch with us, a landline phone 
was the best option and we have 
found we use it much more than 
we used to. 
 I still remember when email 
first started getting to be popular 
and sending cards and letters by 
“snail mail” became more a thing 
of the past. When I was a teenag-
er the big thing was MSN Instant 

Messaging. I must confess this 
was where I was able to get my 
words per minute average higher!  
 These days it seems to be 
more text messages and social 
media, but we still very much rely 
on email; I especially notice this 
in my job. I send and receive on 
average approximately 600 work 
emails per day. I don't know what 
the workplace was like before this 
tool came into use, but I can im-
agine that much more money 
would have been spent on postage 
and answers would not have been 
so instantaneous. Phone calls 
would have been much more pop-
ular, as well!  
 In some ways email is a life-
saver and I certainly prefer to 
send an email than pick up the 
phone; however, there are some-
times when a phone call is much 
more suitable. You can lose a lot 
in translation when sending an 
email; you are unable to gauge 
someone's full intention at times 
which can sometimes be inadvert-
ently offensive, and hurtful if 
someone misinterprets your 
seemingly innocent comments. 
 One of the good and bad 
things we now have as I men-
tioned earlier is Social Media in-
cluding Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, etc. These are all great 
tools for staying in touch with 
friends and family around the 
world. Many people can be seen 
checking their mobile devices for 
the latest posts, pictures, videos, 
quizzes, etc. that have been added 
by someone on their “friends 
list” (myself included). If you like 
that post, you can “like,” com-
ment or you can share. This is 
really handy, but it is also a way 
to share information like wildfire 
across the internet.  
 My concern with people, 
younger and younger it seems, 
being all over social media is that 
people do not fully understand 
how quickly information is out 
there and when it is “out there,” 

it's there forever. I like when I see 
teachers posting experiments to 
show their classes just how fast 
information can be passed around 
the country and world for all to 
see to show their students to be 
careful about what they post and 
say online. 
 All in all, I am very happy 
with some of the advances in 
technology. A lot of good has 
come from it, although, ask me on 
a day when my work computer is 
on the fritz and I may have an en-
tirely different viewpoint on the 
matter! As much as I like email 
and that way of communicating, 
if I get a longhand letter in the 
mail, I get such a level of excite-
ment! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Instant communication is 

convenient 
 
By Robb Mann 
 
Do you still have a landline? 
We do not. We got cellphones in 
2015 when we got back from 
Australia. We resisted for a long 
time because we thought the ex-
pense wasn’t worth the value, but 
what tipped us over toward usage 
was the fact that so many other 
people use them. It just became to 
awkward to function in society 
without one. 
 
What are the advantages or draw-
backs of electronic communica-
tion devices or social media? 

Continued on page 8 



  

 

8 

We never use social media, so I 
can’t comment on that part direct-
ly. However, the main drawback 
for both is the fragmentation of 
attention span. As soon as any 
given activity drops below one’s 
boredom threshold, we consult 
our devices to see if there is any-
thing more interesting. And I 
think our threshold gets weaker 
all the time. 
 Another unexpected disad-
vantage is that such communica-
tion seems to have enabled a seri-
ous erosion of basic courtesies 
and social graces. Many people 
spew off an angry email (I just 
got one tonight from a student), 
saying things they would not say 
if they were in direct contact. I 
think this is a spiritual problem, 
one the church should give con-
sideration to. 
 However, the advantage is the 
high convenience of near-instant 
communication and personal/
business transactions. For exam-
ple, I can park at Grebel and pay 
with my iPhone—this saves me 
about five minutes of time every 
time I park there, which is very 
convenient when I am on the way 
to a class. Another example: 
friends of ours were in Vancouver 
yesterday and sent us a picture of 
our daughter when they were out 
at dinner, and we get it instantly. 
And meeting someone is much 
easier when you can text them 
your location.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication  
technology has seen 

many changes 
 
By Yvonne Martin 
 
The varied and many changes 
seen by my parents’ and grand-
parents’ generations have always 
amazed me. As I thought about 
the Focus theme of the effects of 
electronic communication on our 
lives, I realized that I am entering 
the stage of life where I, too, have 
seen many changes. I grew up 
using a hand-crank telephone 
with a separate receiver and 
mouthpiece and nineteen people 
on a party line. Now I use a five-
year-old Blackberry Bold that is 
also considered ancient by some 
in my family. However, like the 
hand-crank phone, it works for 
me! 
 When email was first intro-
duced in my workplace, I groaned 
inwardly. Something else to 
check along with telephone voice 
mail. However, I very quickly 
grew to love email. It allows me 
to communicate with someone or 
them to communicate with me at 
our convenience. I can think 
about my response. I can reword 
my ideas. And I can communicate 
with several people at once. I can 
“talk” with my sisters when I’m 
on vacation or at the cottage. 
There is no “telephone tag.” 
Aside from email, I can text my 
daughter-in-law, BBM my daugh-
ter and Facebook nieces and 
nephews. Everyone seems to have 
their preferred method of commu-
nication and all are easy to ac-
commodate. 
 The downside of technology—
ahh, the downside. I rarely use 
my phone as a phone and don’t 
keep it turned on, so I don’t feel 
tethered to it. But I can certainly 
waste time checking CBC and the 
Star on our iPad when I don’t feel 
like doing anything else. And I 

have concerns about the amount 
of electronic waste being generat-
ed by the frequency that new 
products come to market. I try not 
to contribute to the problem too 
much—hence the Blackberry 
Bold. Right now, it does what I 
need it to do. Which after all is 
what I think technology should be 
about. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email has more  
pros than cons 

 
By Rick Martin 
 
Email has its pros and cons, and 
in my opinion, the advantages 
outweigh the disadvantages. This 
is what I like about email: 
1. It’s free  
2. It’s fast 
3. It’s easy to stay organized 
4. It allows you to stay in touch  
 when you are away from home 
5. It’s easy to store important in
 formation and delete unwanted 
 “junk.” 
 
However, I find that you do have 
to be careful with email. There 
are many times when you need 
the personal touch of either a face
-to-face conversation or at least a 
phone call to pass along the de-
sired body language, emotions, 
tone, etc. Emails can appear to be 
angry, impolite, and negative; 
misunderstandings can easily oc-
cur.  
 There is also the danger of 
making oneself too available so 
that you are on call 24 hours a 
day. I find that it’s best to process 
batches of emails a few times a 
day rather than constantly being 
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distracted by individual emails. 
Then it’s good to choose a time of 
the day (maybe early evening) 
when you decide to “shut it down 
for the day” and leave remaining 
emails until the next day. There is 
definitely a “pressure to reply” 
and it doesn’t feel good to have a 
messy inbox.  Email does come 
with its responsibilities. 
 Nevertheless, I would not want 
to return to the days of snail mail 
and typing up memos to hand de-
liver to mailboxes. Email is a 
powerful tool that we need to use 
appropriately (i.e. don’t have an 
important conver-
sation with a friend 
via email) and ef-
fectively. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal contact is  
important 

 
By Kathleen Cober 
 
How many remember the wooden 
phones that were fastened to the 
wall of your home? Usually there 
would be up to eight residences 
on a party line, meaning you were 
able to ring their number without 
ringing the operator.  
 Don (my late husband) told me 
one time when his mother was 
talking on the phone with a neigh-
bour, another neighbour who was 
eavesdropping forgot herself and 
said “wait a minute the potatoes 
are boiling over,” which began a 
real laugh amongst the neigh-
bours. Our ring on this type of 
phone was two longs and two 
shorts. 
 Do I have a landline? No. I 
was paying for two phones so to 

balance the budget I decided to 
give up the land line. Having a 
land line for over 67 years, I 
found that it was a real adjust-
ment to depend solely on my cell 
phone which was a flip phone. I 
received an iPhone 6 for Christ-
mas, with no data, which has 
proved to have its challenging 
moments, but am learning slowly. 
 My daughter was mentioning 
how convenient it is to send a 
message and receive an answer in 
minutes. I agreed with her, BUT 
it does not help the person who is 
lonely and would like to talk to a 
person instead of reading the 
message on a computer or iPad. 
Since our conversation on this 
subject my daughter has started 
using FaceTime to call me once a 
week. On this type of call, people 
are able to see one another and it 
is more personable. If my grand-
daughter or son-in-law is in the 
room when my daughter and I are 
visiting they sometimes join in 
the conversation. 
 Convenient technology has its 
advantages and disadvantages, so 
I guess, in order to not let it inter-
fere with our personal relation-
ships the next thing to learn is 
discipline. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Electronic  
communication is  

convenient 
 
By Lester and Wanda Kehl 
 
In response to the question, “Do 
we have a land-line phone?” the 
answer is yes, we still do have a 
land line. This is important for us 
to be able to talk with our siblings 

and children who live long dis-
tances away. Land-line long-
distance rates have been reduced 
dramatically from the time when 
Wanda and I were married and 
used to visit with her family on 
the phone. With bundled packag-
es we can spend many hours visit-
ing with family for small amounts 
of money. 
 Our children and grandchil-
dren have introduced us to cell 
phones with texting, Apple iPads, 
and most recently voice mail on 
“Alexa Echo dot.” Each of these 
have shaped our communication 
with family and friends. It doesn't 
make relationships better only 
more convenient 
 Lester has also appreciated 
many church and theological 
presentations on YouTube and 
audio presentations on the com-
puter. Wanda has mastered the 
texting on her phone and texts 
many messages to family and 
close friends. The Apple iPad also 
provides face-to-face conversa-
tions with some of her sisters and 
sometimes friends living in dis-
tant countries. 
 As Seniors we find it hard to 
adapt to the continuing changes, 
and often need assistance from 
family members. But electronic 
communication is here and we 
share with loved ones today just 
as our parents adapted to the use 
of telephones in their life time. 
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By Nancy Mann 
 
I think that the changes in commu-
nication technologies during my 
lifetime have been revolutionary. 
It is interesting to me that that the 
“futurists” of the world did not 
predict the development of the in-
ternet and the impact it would 
have on our society. Technologies 
do not just change how we com-
municate, they also change social 
expectations and norms. I have 
embraced some technologies and 
have resisted others. In this piece, 
I’ll speak about how I use commu-
nication technologies in my pasto-
ral ministry.  You can be the judge 
of whether I use them well or not! 
 I have often thought that email 
was “God’s gift to the Mennon-
ites!” This is because email allows 
us to communicate common infor-
mation to a large (or small) group 
of people all at the same time. You 
can even do a “group consult” to 
get a quick decision from a com-
mittee when needed. Since we val-
ue group consultation and consen-
sus, I think this has been very val-
uable to us.    
 I use email a lot in my ministry 
work. It is often easier to have a 
short email exchange with some-
one than trying to find a time 
when we can both speak by phone. 
However, when mis-
understandings or tensions arise, I 
am quick to get off my email and 
try to have a personal conversa-
tion. Good relationships are im-
portant in the church. I use email 
to communicate information to 
young adults and to Junior Church 
leaders. This ensures they have 
access to the information on their 
computers. Does everyone read 
the information that I send? 
Hmmmm…. I’m not sure about 
that.  Likely I could have learned 
to make better use of Facebook 
and Twitter. I’ll leave that to the 
next generation. 

 The internet provides an excel-
lent tool for researching when I 
prepare a sermon. I am very grate-
ful for the extensive on-line schol-
arly Biblical resources. I think it is 
valuable that we now post our 
weekly sermons on-line. Many 
people who miss a service can 
now catch up in this way. I also 
think the internet is a good re-
source for people who are looking 
for a church home in the area. Our 
web-presence is important for our 
church.   
 Finally, I’m aware that you can 
now get excellent sermons from 
all over the world, on any topic of 
interest, online. But still we come, 
in person, week after week, to hear 
a word from OUR pastors for the 
coming week. Why does this per-
sonal connection remain important 
to us? Perhaps the words of the 
book of Hebrews still ring true: 
“And let us not neglect our meet-
ing together, as some people do, 
but encourage one anoth-
er…..”  (Hebrews 10:25 NLT). 
May the use of communication 
technologies be a benefit in our 
lives, and may we always have the 
wisdom to know when to just 
“turn it off.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Modern Communication 
 
By Gary Knarr 
 
I remember when—there were no 
smart phones, all the phones were 
really quite unintelligent. They 
didn’t take pictures or keep your 
schedule, and you couldn’t leave 
messages on them. They were all 
attached to the wall, and if you 
weren’t at home or in your work-
place no one could contact you 
and you couldn’t phone anyone 

else either. That meant sometimes 
you had peace and quiet, although 
it also meant you were unavailable 
for communication. 
 I remember when—I first sent 
an email, at the age of 46. Since 
then a whole new means of com-
munication and a whole new 
world opened. When I was in min-
istry in the 1980s I had not yet 
used a computer. When I returned 
to pastoral ministry in 2002, it was 
assumed that every pastor’s office 
would have a computer for email 
communication, sermon prepara-
tion, and other writing. 
 There certainly are advantages 
to email communication. You can 
send people messages and they 
can read them when it’s conven-
ient for them to take some time to 
do so. You can think carefully and 
exactly how you want to word 
something and the other person 
has time to carefully consider a 
reply. Of course, this takes more 
time to communicate than a verbal 
phone call would, but email com-
munication is (or can be) more 
clearly thought out and can be 
seen and read and re-read if neces-
sary.  
 The disadvantage with email 
communication is that the sender’s 
tone cannot be heard, and this can 
lead to misunderstanding. I have 
had people express dismay at how 
rude people were in an email, and 
have had others express dismay 
that people think they were rude in 
an email when they had not in-
tended to be. (Of course, this nev-
er happened at Floradale, I mean 
other congregations where I have 
served.) I think sometimes it’s best 
to do the old-fashioned thing and 
pick up the phone when communi-
cating about more sensitive issues 
so that our tone of voice can be 
heard and misunderstanding is less 
likely. 
 Methods of communication are 
multiplying rapidly. Younger peo-
ple no longer communicate with 
something so old fashioned as 
email. With texting, twittering,  

Revolutionary technologies 
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tweeting, and Facebook, expres-
sions of both wisdom and folly can 
be public and permanent. A hasty 
word or phrase spoken or written 
can be on record to accuse a person 
many years later.  
 Our modern forms of communi-
cation provide many opportunities 
and challenges, and remind us to 
pay attention to Jesus’ teaching that 
we consider our words carefully. 
(Matthew 5:21-26, 33-37) The early 
Quakers of the seventeenth century 
encouraged Christians to be silent 
often and listen carefully for God to 
speak to us, and to speak to others 
only with care and with their best 
interests at heart.  
 

Communication is for  
relationships 

 
By Laurel Martin 
 
Communication is directly linked to 
relationships. The frequency and 
intensity of our communication of-
ten depends on the importance and/
or the value of the relationship in 
our lives. For example, the people 
who are listed in my iPhone and in 
my “favourites” are my husband, 
my daughters and my boss. I talk to 
or text them the most in a day. This 
is not to say that the other people in 
my life are not important, they cer-
tainly are! 
 I have my iPhone with me at all 
times; it’s a work phone and I use it 
for emails, calendar items, remind-
ers, contacts, lists, maps and traffic 
updates. My iPhone is also used 
personally. 
 My parents share a Blackberry 
so when I text them, it’s always a 

fun surprise to see who responds 
and I can usually tell by the answer 
if my dad or my mom has the 
phone. I have yet to become a Face-
book or Instagram user. Business 
Insider suggests that the average 
cell phone user touches his/her 
phone more than 2000 times in one 
day. Actions like typing, tapping 
and swiping the phones screen 
count as a touch. 
 I think TIME is also a factor 
when considering technology and 
our digital environment. The ever-
increasing pace at which technology 
is changing can suggest the pace 
and speed at which we work and 
play in our daily lives is also in-
creasing. To wait for someone to 
answer an email takes too long so 
we text or message them for an im-
mediate reply. This in turn allows 
us to move forward quickly but 
does it ultimately make things more 
efficient? Does this mean that to 
accomplish the volume of work on 
our desks we must talk on the tele-
phone to a colleague while typing 
an email, and also read a response 
to a text on our phone that sits on 
“silent” in front of our keyboard? I 
know several people who refer to 
this as multi-tasking. 
 Communication in our relation-
ships both personally and profes-
sionally is contingent on our ability 
to LISTEN and contribute, to pause 
and reflect ….  Our Mennonite cul-
ture thrives on the art of “visiting.” 
The Old Order and Markham Men-
nonites have an unwritten system on 
Sundays to insure they take turns 
hosting and being hosted in each 
other’s homes. This deep-rooted 
tradition is Communication and 
Networking in every sense of the 
word; it happens every Sunday 
seamlessly without the use of elec-
tronics. 
 In conclusion, I will admit I 
probably spend too much time on 
my iPhone, but more importantly I 
hope I will always take the time for 
a good old-fashioned Visit!  

 

New devices always  
being introduced 

 
By Mary Bauman 
 

My grandfather viewed the advent 
of tractors and automobiles in the 
early 1900s with some skepticism. 
At best, he thought they were a 
passing fad. So he got into horses in 
a big way—standardbred colts for 
drivers and Clydesdales for heavier 
work. But the tractors and cars 
stuck around, and grandfather 
wound up with a barn full of horses. 
 It seems to me that some of us 
probably thought that electronic 
communication could not possibly 
survive and succeed. But it has, and 
new devices and programs are con-
stantly being introduced.  
 We still have a land line and 
have no thought of changing to only 
a cell phone. How in the world are 
people to find someone’s phone 
number or address if they are not in 
the trusty phone book? 
 However, I do have a cell phone 
and would certainly not want to be 
without it. I suppose paying for two 
phones doesn’t make a lot of sense 
to some, but it does to me. 
 I got a new cell phone a year ago 
that allows me to text, send and re-
ceive pictures etc. and I think this 
the best thing since sliced bread! I 
especially like to send a text mes-
sage to my grandchildren before an 
exam with a quick word of love and 
encouragement. Of course, this 
means that they all have cell phones 
too. I’m not so naïve as to suggest 
that they always use their phones 
wisely, but they can let their parents 
(and their grandma too sometimes) 
know that they have arrived safely 
or when they will be leaving for 
home—especially now that some of 
them are driving. 
 Cliff’s brother, Wayne, was sick 
at University Hospital in London 
for a couple of weeks in January 
before he died. His wife, Audrey, or 
his daughters, sent mass emails al-
most daily reporting his condition. 



  

 

We were all kept up to date in this 
way and really appreciated them 
doing this for the family. 
 Of course, one of the downsides 
of texting is the fact that you can’t 
always detect the mood of the 
sender. A message could be sent in 
anger, in jest or any number of 
moods and you can’t tell. That can 
cause real problems. 
 I probably should not even feel 
qualified to be writing this as we 
are just beginners in the techy 
world. We are not on Facebook 
and we do have a GPS, we don’t 
play games and there are a multi-
tude more things about which we 
know nothing. But we do enjoy 
looking up all sorts of information 
and music on Google. We use 
FaceTime and send and receive 
email and of course, use the cell 
phone a lot. 
 Like so many things in life, if 
electronics are used responsibly, 
they will surely enhance anyone’s 
life. 
 If grandfather were alive today, 
he would see that we have just 
reached the tip of the iceberg. 
What is yet in store for our chil-
dren and grandchildren? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

How could I live without 
a cell phone? 

 

By Pauline Martin 
 

There are certainly things that have 
changed in our lives since modern 
technology has arrived. Would I 
want to be without them? No! I do 
feel that we have also abused some 
of this technology. Thank good-
ness for my kids and grandkids 
who can usually answer my ques-
tions (and sometimes foolish re-
quests for help) in some way or 
another.  

 I do receive many emails and 
wouldn’t want to get all that infor-
mation by phone calls! Email is 
how I get my work schedule for 
the coming weeks. And how would 
Darrell and Florence communicate 
with us while in Ethiopia, if not for 
email? 
 Also my cell phone! How did I 
ever do without it? (However some 
of my friends still live without 
them.) I likely only talk on my 
landline once as compared to 25 
times on cell phone or email. How 
could I be reached when I’m away 
from home so much?  
 When I was in voluntary ser-
vice in Portland, Oregon 54 years 
ago, I got one phone call from my 
parents on Christmas day. How we 
would use Skype and I could even 
see how they look! Wow!  I do still 
have a land line at home, as at 
times I don’t have great cell recep-
tion.  
 I also don’t totally count on my 
GPS when I drive bus as it can 
have poor reception as well, so I 
still carry maps. 
 Something I don’t like about all 
the modern conveniences is maybe 
that we forget how to chat and visit 
with each other. When I see young 
people on the bus texting each oth-
er rather than talking in person, I 
do have to wonder what we have 
done. Also, how many conversa-
tions can we have without having 
to answer a text?  
 I would miss having a newspa-
per to keep caught up on the news, 
as I still like to read a paper. I 
don’t know how to do online shop-
ping or banking and many other 
things online, but I’m grateful for 
the technology that I have learned 
to use. Maybe someday I will use 
my computer or iPad to its full ca-
pacity? (I highly doubt it).  
 Just when I’ve learned to do a 
lot, many new things come along 
and I’m likely 10 years behind al-
ready! What will the next 20 years 
bring? Scary to think about it! 
Electronic cars on the road? 
 

There are  
hidden dangers 

 
By Barb Draper 
 

The consensus of those who wrote 
about modern electronic communi-
cation is that it is convenient, but 
there are drawbacks. For example, 
we no longer have a phone book. If 
the person you want to reach does 
not have a professional profile 
online, good luck in finding a way 
to contact them. 
 Studies show that people who 
spend a lot of time on Facebook 
are more depressed. It is assumed 
this is because they are constantly 
seeing the best of other’s lives and 
feel their own lives don’t measure 
up.  
 Some people can be obsessed 
with how many followers they 
have, so they post provocative 
things to increase the number. This 
can lead to blackmail. 
 Electronic communication has 
other effects. Back in the day be-
fore computers and the internet, 
part of what drew us to church was 
wanting to know what was happen-
ing in others lives. Today we know 
everything before we go—even the 
songs chosen and the sermon title. 
Does that make us more inclined to 
skip church? 
 Another concern is how we get 
our news. Some of us still use 
trustworthy sources such as the 
newspaper and television, but what 
is available on the internet does not 
get the same scrutiny. People pass 
sensational stories on to their 
friends that may or may not be 
true. Then add into all of this com-
putational propaganda where ro-
bots are used to increase the spread 
of certain stories. This is what hap-
pened in the U.S. election in 2016 
and analysts are still trying to de-
termine how much it influenced 
voters. How much did Google and 
Facebook amplify fringe views? 
 It may take a while before we 
know the effects of all our new 
communication devices. 

12 



  

 

13 

Victims of conflict evicted from their lands 

By Hannah Redekop 
 
On Dec. 13, 2017, municipal authorities in Puerto 
Wilches evicted 60 farming families from the land 
they depend on to ensure food security for their fami-
lies. The community was violently displaced from 11 
farms which they have been harvesting for 30 years, 
causing a humanitarian crisis. 
 The process had many irregularities. The police 
arrived at 9:30 a.m. without having notified the occu-
pants as required by law. Two police checkpoints 
blocked a public road for about two hours, prohibiting 
the occupiers of the land, the community lawyer Jorge 
Gómez Lizarazo, and national and international organ-
izations to witness the eviction. The order was execut-
ed without the presence of the municipal judge of 
Puerto Wilches and without the guarantees ordered by 
the National Prosecutor’s Office and the National 
Land Agency (ANT) set in place to respond to the 
communities’ status as victims. 
 The police inspector, the public official in charge 
of executing the judge’s orders, refused to meet with 
the lawyer Lizarazo, and was not present for the pro-
cedure. Likewise, the municipal ombudsman, the 
guarantor responsible to ensure the upholding of hu-
man rights, demonstrated his clear bias against the 
community by not intervening on their behalf.  
 Throughout the procedure it was Rodrigo Lopez 
Henao, the land claimant, who gave orders to captain 
Rivera of the police. Dozens of police from the Mo-
bile Anti-Riot Squad fired tear gas at the community 
and protected the men hired by Mr. Lopez so they 

could enter the farms, knock down houses, and de-
stroy crops. This was the culmination of several evic-
tion attempts and continuous acts violence against the 
community for the past five years by Mr. Lopez. 
 Due the agreements signed between the govern-
ment and the guerrilla group FARC, it is extremely 
alarming that a population recognized as victims, who 
should be protected and compensated, is instead being 
revictimized by the state. The first point of the agree-
ment speaks of comprehensive rural reform to ensure 
land for peasant farmer campesinos. This eviction is 
one of many examples where the state continues to 
give priority to large landowners who have never lived 
or worked on the lands they claim. In addition, part of 
the land in question is state land and only the ANT 
can take legal action over these lands. The ANT has a 
duty to enter the region and clarify the boundaries of 
state lands as it not a judge’s jurisdiction to preside 
over cases involving state lands. 
 The community and supporting organizations are 
demanding an investigation by the National Prosecu-
tor’s Office regarding what happened on Dec. 13 and 
a full review of all legal proceedings brought by Ro-
drigo Lopez Henao to claim these lands. They also 
demand guarantees for the people of El Guayabo, who 
depend on the land to support their families. Finally, 
the National Land Agency must survey and demarcate 
and take concrete actions with regards to state owned 
lands. 
 
 Farmers in Colombia are devastated as Mr. 

Lopez’s hired men destroy their house. 

Little is left after peasant farmers in Colombia  
are evicted from their homes. 



  

 

 

 
Congratulations to Wanda 
Kehl who celebrated her 
80th birthday on Jan. 31.  

Longtime Woolwich Township firefighters  
received medals recognizing their years of service 
on Jan. 30. Firefighters from Floradale who were 

honoured were: Oscar Clemmer (45 years),  
Dennis Frey (35 years),  
Wally Remers (30 years)  

and James Martin (30 years).  
Dale Martin (not pictured), the township fire chief, 

was also recognized for his 35 years of service. 
 

14 

Engagement: 
 

Jamie Gingrich and Becca Martin  plan to be 
married at Floradale Mennonite Church on May 
5, 2018. Becca is the daughter of Gerald and 
Laurel Martin. 

Lexophiles are people who love to use words with 
double meanings. Here are some of their offerings: 
 

•When fish are in schools, they sometimes take  
  debate. 
•The batteries were given out free of charge. 
•A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought 

  tooth and nail. 
•A will is a dead giveaway. 
•A boiled egg is hard to beat. 
•Did you hear about the fellow whose entire left  

  side was cut off? He’s all right now. 
•A bicycle can’t stand alone; it’s just two tired. 
•When a clock is hungry it goes back four  
  seconds. 
•The guy who fell into an upholstery machine is  

  now fully recovered. 
•He had a photographic memory which was never 

  developed. 
•When she saw her first strands of grey hair she  

  thought she’d dye. 
•Acupuncture is a jab well done. That’s the point 

  of it. 
• Those who get too big for their pants will be  

  totally exposed in the end. 


